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   Peacemakers  
         Wanted! 

 

LPF Women's Initiative takes off 
 

  LPF is expanding its resources on issues affecting women 

and girls.  Both clergy and lay people tell us there is a real 

need for concise, popularly written overviews on many issues 

affecting women with ideas for exploration and action.  LPF 

board member Lily Wu is leading an initiative to fill this gap.   
 

The first LPF Women's Initiative materials. 

a) "Women's Path of Hope" – an inspiring timeline of women's 

actions for peace and justice, biblical times to the present 

b) "Stopping Violence Against Women and Girls" – gateway to 

action ideas, tools, resources, and inspiration 

In next few months we face an important set of public dis- 
cussions and votes in Congress. The good news: the subject 
is both straightforward and familiar,  federal budget priorities. 
The bad news:  crucial safety net programs are again under 
 threat,  while more reasonable solutions are again being 

 ignored, like long overdue cuts in military spending.  
 

And much of the media isn’t very helpful in clarifying  
even the most basic issues.  One could easily believe the  

only question is deciding how much to cut Social Security. . .  
or Medicare. . .  or food stamps. . . .  Pres. Obama is portrayed  
as a big spender; yet he has increased the deficit less than 

any president in fifty years. . . . So what is missing here?  
 

Here’s how one commentator responded:  “No mention of the  
bloated ‘Defense’ budget… or the obscene tax breaks for wealthy  
people and corporations… or the Wall St. criminals who stole our  
future…  Nope, it's Grandma and her Social Security checks that  
are to blame.” (William Rivers Pitt, Truthout)  It isn’t likely we’ll have  

the serious discussion we need concerning the real issues. 
 

The ELCA, LPF, and hundreds of other faith based groups are  
calling for a “Circle of Protection” around key safety net programs  
like food stamps and WIC.  We at LPF have a crucial contribution  
to make: despite big changes in the world, US defense spending  
hasn’t been reduced in ages – compared to major rivals, it is 4  
times what China and over 7 times what Russia allocate!  Cuts  
there could solve our budget problems, create more jobs, fund  
clean energy, support efforts to prevent wars… all of which  

would make us stronger and safer.  Members of Congress  
who share that view need our support;  those locked in  

the status quo need our solid, sustained advocacy.   

Coming soon:  "Nurturing Peace: Gifts of Women;" 

"Women's Peace Video Gallery;" "Inspiration from 

Women;” as well as blog posts… 

Each will be available from our website or office, allowing easy 

access to the best information, resources, activities, and links 

(web address below).  If you are interested in helping with any of 

the variety of tasks involved, please contact us (see below). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Courage to Think Differently 

   Jesus was constantly urging people to think fresh, to ask 
deeper questions, ones that don’t have easy answers…. A new 
mindset is called for, one that asks "Am I believing in Christ, or 
following Christ?"  That’s what we need to make a difference 
today, asserts this fresh and compelling new anthology edited 
by George S. Johnson entitled, Courage to Think Differently. 

Authors range from Diana Butler Bass to Bill Moyers, Vandana 
Shiva to Walter Brueggemann, Susan Brooks Thistlethwaite to 
Larry Rasmussen.  Here’s a compilation that’s realistic, creative, 
spiritually compelling, politically engaging!  (Signed copies are 

available from LPF for just $7 mailed, free for lpf Supporters!) 
 

please share 
 

Please contact us for more information and links on any of these issues:  For example, our newly updated 
computer-based activity on budget priorities has received rave reviews from adult forum leaders across the 

country.  It’s on our website or available from us on a CD.  We’d love to hear your ideas for helping develop and 
share LPF Women’s resources and activities.  “Shalom,” our most popular discussion essay is newly updated.  
It and dozens of other discussion materials are on our website, with paper copies available from our office.  We 
have signed copies of Courage to Think Differently.  Ask about our new packet of materials designed to reach 
out to and energize folks at synod assemblies and other events.  Want timely info on advocacy, resources, 

etc. without getting overloaded?  The LPF blog will do so,  in just 1-3 posts per month.  Try it!  Contact us at: 

Lutheran Peace Fellowship, 1710 11th Ave., Seattle 98122,  lpf@ecunet.org  206.349.2501,  www.lutheranpeace.org
 

http://backspace.com/notes/2003/09/clip-art-for-activists.php
http://www.coroflot.com/vernellenoel/sketches
mailto:lpf@ecunet.org
http://www.lutheranpeace.org/

